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Message from  
Gary Goodyear,  
Member of Parliament 
 

Dear friends: 

I welcome the 2008 Economic 
and Fiscal Statement that takes 
action to help guide Canada’s 
economy through the global 
economic challenges faced by 
all countries around the world. 

In the last election, Canadians 
gave our Conservative 
government a clear mandate to 
continue taking action on the 
economy, and that’s exactly 
what we are doing.  We 
anticipated the global 
economic slowdown and were 
ahead of the curve in injecting 
billions in tax cut stimuli – 
actions that are only now 
being replicated by other 
countries.   

We’re actively cutting job-
killing business taxes and 
actively injecting billions to 
build roads, bridges and other 
critical infrastructure – the 
largest infrastructure program 
since the Second World War.  
We’re also actively protecting 
Canada’s banking system and 
the Canadian credit market by 
injecting tens of billions of 
dollars in liquidity to ensure 
that people and businesses can 
get the credit they need. 

We’ve provided substantial tax 
relief for Canadian families – 
permanent tax relief that kept 
us competitive and provided a 
real stimulus to our economy.  
In fact, thanks to the tax cuts 
we have made since 2006, 
Canadians will pay some $31 
billion less in taxes next year.  
We’ve reduced the federal 
debt by $37 billion and made 
significant investments in 
infrastructure, education, 
training and science & 
technology. 

The 2008 Economic and Fiscal 
Statement reins in spending 
by: 

• Eliminating subsidies for 
political parties paid for by 
taxpayers;  
• Reducing unnecessary costs 
by reviewing the effectiveness 
of government operations, 
including crown assets;  
• Ensuring that federal public 
sector wages grow at a 
reasonable and affordable rate, 
including the pay of MPs, 
Senators, cabinet ministers and 
senior bureaucrats; 

• Putting Equalization on a 
sustainable rate of growth. 

The 2008 Statement also helps 
protect the finances of 
Canadian families and 
businesses by: 

• Providing solvency funding 
relief to federally regulated 
private pension plans;  
• Enhancing credit 
availability through Crown 
agencies for Canadian 
businesses;  
• Reducing the minimum 
withdrawal requirements for 
Registered Retirement Income 
Funds by 25 per cent for 2008; 
and 

• Making a commitment to 
consult with provinces and 
territories on accelerating 
infrastructure projects to help 
further stimulate the Canadian 
economy. 

The government will continue 
implementing its plan by 
proposing additional stimuli in 
the budget, to be delivered 
early in the New Year.  
Canada is in better shape than 
most other countries, because 
of our specific and proactive 
planning. 

For the opposition, this is not 
about the economy.  It’s about 
entitlement.  They feel entitled 
to making taxpayers pay for 
political party staff, political 
party polling and political 
party advertising.  And they 
are willing to defeat a 
Government that was elected 
with a strengthened mandate 
to preserve $17 million in 
taxpayer-funded entitlements.  
Whereas people, businesses 
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and organizations are all 
tightening their belts during 
the global economic 
slowdown, the opposition 
refuses to do its fair share.   
Entitlements for politicians 
and a job-killing carbon tax for 
voters – that’s all the Liberal 
Party offers Canadians during 
a global financial crisis.  

Stéphane Dion feels entitled to 
seize power without a mandate 
from voters.  After receiving 
its lowest share of the popular 
vote since Confederation, the 
Liberal Party does not have a 
mandate to lead a 
government.  They don’t have 
a mandate for a coalition with 
the NDP.  And they certainly 
don’t have a mandate for a 
Liberal-NDP coalition backed 
by separatists who want to 
destroy the country.  
Moreover, Stéphane Dion has 
no mandate from Canadian 
voters to make a back-room 
deal to install himself as Prime 
Minister. 

The opposition parties are only 
concerned about protecting 
their entitlements.  But the fact 
is, the Conservative Party 
stands to lose more taxpayer 
funding than any other party.  
Political parties receive a 
generous amount of funding 
support from taxpayers.  We 
should not have our hands out 
for more, especially when 
times are tough. 

Our government is taking 
action to protect Canadian 
families and businesses, 
restrain spending, and protect 
our economic future.  Our plan 
strikes the right balance.  I am 
confident we will overcome 
the current economic turmoil 
and have a stronger economy 
coming out of it. 

I encourage you to speak to 
your friends, have them write 
their Liberal and NDP 
Members of Parliament, and 
express their opinions of this 
undemocratic attempt to seize 
power and ignore the voice of 
Canadians. 

Yours truly, 
 

 
 

Minister of State (Science and 
Technology) 

Member of Parliament for 
Cambridge-North Dumfries 

 
 
 
President’s Message 
 
It seems like a long time has 
passed, but our Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) and 
BBQ was held only three 

months ago.  On that same day 
Stephen Harper made his 
fateful walk down Sussex 
Drive and called the election! 
Weeks of intensity ensued 
with a campaign in full swing.  
Over 200 people again gave 
gifts of time and money to win 
this riding and return Gary to 
Parliament.  Thank you to all 
of our financial supporters as 
well as all of the volunteers 
who helped out during the 
campaign.  From calling to 
door canvassing to 
scrutineering, each and every 
effort assisted us in achieving 
a sizeable win which certainly 
got Ottawa’s attention. 
 
Of course, a win by a margin 
in excess of 10,000 votes 
cannot be achieved without the 
right candidate.  A big thank 
you goes out to Gary 
Goodyear on doing a great job 
as our representative, which 
provided a strong basis for 
winning the re-election 
soundly.  Together, we clearly 
demonstrated that Cambridge 
and North Dumfries is a 
Conservative riding!   
 
Conservative wins in many 
ridings in Waterloo Region 
proved that this area needs to 
have a greater say in 
government affairs.  Stephen 
Harper picked Gary as the man 
to provide that voice.  Gary’s 
strong track record of service, 
dedication and professionalism 
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earned him a prestigious 
ministerial position.  
Congratulations to Gary on 
achieving a well-deserved 
post!  In his new role as 
Minister of State – Science 
and Technology, Minister 
Goodyear will no doubt bring 
the issues of this region to the 
forefront. 
   
With the intensity of the fall 
election behind us, a short 
break was needed to allow 
everyone free time to return to 
their lives and rejuvenate 
themselves.  We may have a 
small meeting ahead of us yet 
in 2008, but expect things for 
the most part to lift off again 
in January.  
 
Meanwhile, our newly formed 
Sapphire Club has taken the 
opportunity to get on with its 
mandate – raising funds 
locally and providing value to 
major donors as a thank you.  I 
am thrilled with the turnout at 
the club’s recent event with 
The Honourable Tony 
Clement, Minister of Industry 
along with The Honourable 
Gary Goodyear, Minister Of 
State, Science & Technology.  
I hope the upcoming club 
breakfast with Minister 
Goodyear (I just love typing 
that name) on December 15th 
will be equally well attended.  
Thank you to The Cambridge 
Chamber Of Commerce for 
hosting these events. 

If you have not yet become a 
member of the Sapphire Club, 
please consider purchasing in 
December a membership for 
2009.  With year end upon us 
in December, it’s time to get 
as many tax receipts as you 
can!  Please see our 
fundraising column and the 
enclosed flyer for more details 
on club membership. 
 
If you wish to donate money 
and get a tax receipt in 
December of a smaller 
magnitude than the Sapphire 
Club fees, please think about 
participating in our annual 
Christmas turkey fundraiser.  
A flyer is once again enclosed 
in this letter with more details. 
 
Recognizing how hard we all 
worked to achieve our win in 
the recent re-election 
campaign and satisfied with a 
firm local victory, we may be 
tempted to rest on our laurels 
in the new year.  However, we 
must remain vigilant!  If you 
have been following the 
goings-on in Parliament 
related to the budget statement 
which are unfolding as I type 
this message, you know that 
our minority government 
could fall suddenly on any of 
the minutest of details.  In this 
case, Conservatives introduced 
a suggestion that $30million of 
waste used to prop up political 
parties should be cut to help 
avoid a deficit.  It is 

unbelievable that this 
government could actually fall 
because opposition parties 
refuse to stop grazing at the 
public trough! 
 
Firmer victory or not, we 
remain a minority government.  
Although we ran a solid 
minority government for 2 
years last time and aspire to 
the same or greater this time, 
the fact remains that a 
minority government can fall 
at any time and an election can 
be called.  Please help us 
rebuild our financial warchest 
quickly!  I urge you to 
consider making a donation 
and earn a tax credit before the 
end of 2008 if you can, but 
please be sure to donate early 
in 2009.  We need all the 
resources available to us to 
keep Minister Goodyear (I still 
love typing that) in Parliament. 
 
At this time I would like to 
wish a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to all of you 
and your families.   
 
 
Jennifer Perlock 
Email: 
President@ConservativeCamb
ridge.com 
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Campaign Manager’s 
Message  
 
On behalf of the Gary 
Goodyear Campaign Team I 
would like to thank you for 
your support during the recent 
federal election campaign. 
Many of you contributed your 
time and/or money to the 
campaign which made in a 
great success. We couldn’t 
have done it without you!  
 
You may be proud of the fact 
that Gary was able to secure 
close to a 13,000 vote margin 
of victory and obtained close 
to 50% of the popular vote.  
 
It takes many volunteers to 
make a winning team; and it 
was all about teamwork. From 
the individuals who helped on 
phone canvassing, foot 
canvassing, sign installations, 
getting out the vote, 
information technology, 
volunteer coordination, 
messaging, candidate support, 
event planning, in the office, 
with financials and 
fundraising; your efforts were 
greatly appreciated. It was 
certainly an honour and a 
privilege for me to lead and 
work with such a team of 
dedicated volunteers. 
 
I would like to give a special 
thank you to the key 
volunteers who worked every 
week, if not every day during 

the campaign period. In 
addition, I would like to thank 
all the individuals who gave 
me support and advice leading 
up to and during the campaign 
period. 
 
Due to your hard work, Gary 
will continue to provide strong 
representation and get things 
done for the residents of 
Cambridge and North 
Dumfries. Congratulations to 
Gary on his appointment to the 
Stephen Harper cabinet as the 
Minister of State for Science 
and Technology. The Waterloo 
Region now has a strong voice 
in the cabinet. 
     
Finally, I would like to wish 
you a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
 
Larry Hardman   
Campaign Manager 
 
 
The 2008 Policy Convention:  
More of the same? 
 
About 2000 Conservative 
delegates gathered in 
Winnipeg this past November, 
which represents only the 
second policy convention of 
the merged party since we 
came together in 2003.  
Constitutionally, our party is 
required to hold a convention 

every two years, but there is a 
provision that allows that to be 
extended if the potential for an 
election is on the horizon.  The 
Conservative Party of Canada 
Electoral District Association 
(EDA) in Cambridge wrote a 
formal letter of complaint 
almost a year ago requesting 
clarification of the rules 
regarding the timing of 
conventions.  At the very least, 
we feel that the party needs to 
do a better job respecting our 
constitutional document.   
Perhaps as a result of this 
protest, we are not aware of 
any board members that 
decided to show up in 
Winnipeg. 
 
The delegates at the 
convention addressed some of 
the Conservative Party’s 
bread-and-butter issues such as 
tough-on-crime measures, 
income splitting for couples 
with young children and a pay 
equity motion. More 
controversial policies 
(according to the media) that 
are now resolutions in our 
policy document include laws 
protecting the killing of 
unborn children with respect 
to violence against pregnant 
women and removing some of 
the power from the Canadian 
Human Rights Commission. 
 
While the delegates appeared 
willing to embrace some 
tougher stances on the issues 
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that are important to us, the 
Prime Minister seemed more 
willing to embrace a pragmatic 
approach.  This sentiment was 
reinforced by PMO officials 
and the Government House 
Leader who stated that the 
government would not be 
bound by the policies 
discussed at the convention.  
In other words, party faithful 
discussing policy is akin to a 
“consultation” with a 
stakeholder.  While we will 
continue to propose policies 
that matter to our members, 
we hope that our efforts are 
not wasted by a group in 
Ottawa that seem more intent 
on moving forward alone.  Our 
goal today is to lobby Minister 
Goodyear to take up some of 
our issues at the cabinet table. 
 
Rob Leone & Phil O’Dell 
Co-chairmen of the Policy 
Committee 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
First I would like to thank 
everyone who so generously 
contributed during this past 
election.  As we all know, 
money is the lifeblood of 
politics and without your help 
we would not have been able 
to get the conservative 
message out there and re-elect 
Gary by such a comfortable 
margin. 
 

I plan to print out tax receipts 
for all contributions received 
since the beginning of the 
election this coming weekend.  
You should plan on having 
them by the second week of 
December. 
 
As I write this, chaos is 
erupting in Ottawa.  God only 
knows how this mess will 
work itself out.  As Tom Paine 
wrote during the American 
Revolution:  “These are the 
times that try men’s souls.”  
Nevertheless, forget all that, 
remember what the Christmas 
season is all about and don’t 
let the multicultists get away 
with “happy holidays”.   
Merry Christmas to you all;  
God bless and keep you and 
our poor country. 
 
Rich Sieminski 
CFO 
 
 
Fundraising/The Sapphire 
Club 
 
First, a big thank you to 
everyone who donated to the 
campaign to re-elect Gary 
Goodyear this fall.  Elections 
absorb a tremendous amount 
of time and money.  Each and 
every dollar of financial 
support from donors was used 
again in this campaign.  Your 
gifts made a difference! 
 

Last summer, a small group of 
campaign strategists was 
sitting at my kitchen table, 
making plans for an election 
whenever it might come up.  
As we planned to build our 
financial warchest, we noted 
how many people give 
financials gifts to the 
Conservative cause, but direct 
it to the national party instead 
of donating locally.   
Did you know that when you 
donate money directly to the 
Conservative Party, only 
10% of it comes back to 
Cambridge to help us get 
Gary re-elected?!? 
 
As it turns out, if everyone 
who donated over $100 in 
2007 to the National Party 
redirected their donation to 
Cambridge, we could fund an 
entire campaign in one year!  
Please consider making local 
donations to help us keep Gary 
in office! 
 
We then asked ourselves how 
we can thank people for 
donating larger sums of 
money.  What would these 
people appreciate as a thank 
you, we asked?  After much 
discussion we concluded that 
people interested in politics 
might appreciate the 
opportunity to receive 
INSIGHT into what’s going 
on in government and INPUT 
into the political process.   
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And so, as encouragement for 
major donors to give locally 
and as a thank you for doing 
so, The Sapphire Club was 
born.  For a $500 donation 
(only $150 after tax credit), 
Sapphire members will receive 
in 2009: 

• Breakfasts with Gary 
to hear what’s going 
on in government 
(INSIGHT) and give 
him their opinions 
(INPUT) 

• Access to key 
speakers, Ministers 
whenever possible 
(both INSIGHT and 
INPUT again). 

• A quarterly 
communication from 
Gary (INSIGHT) 

• And a Sapphire-
members only policy 
meeting (INPUT) 
which could result in 
ideas adopted by the 
National Party or even 
be suggested for 
introduction as Private 
Members Bills! 

See the flyer in this newsletter 
for further details of what 
Sapphire Club members 
receive.  All Sapphire Club 
members for 2009 as well as 
anyone who donated over 
$500 in the recent re-election 
campaign received 
memberships in The Sapphire 
Club for the duration of 2008.  
We wanted to get this club off 

the ground right and prove to 
people that we were serious 
about providing value for their 
money. 
And so, on November 21st, 
The Sapphire Club held its 
inaugural event…a meeting 
with The Honourable Tony 
Clement – Minister Of 
Industry. The event was 
hosted appropriately by friends 
of business and industry, The 
Cambridge Chamber of 
Commerce.  Minister 
Goodyear and approximately 
25 people attended for lunch. 
   
Timing for this visit was 
impeccable.  Minister Clement 
had just finished a trip to 
Detroit two days earlier to talk 
to the big three automakers 
about their dire situation.  He 
then traveled to Washington 
the following day to represent 
Canada during auto industry 
bailout talks.  On the 21st, he 
stopped at RIM and then 
carved time out of his schedule 
to visit Cambridge!  Sapphire 
members had the opportunity 
to hear analysis from Minister 
Clement about the auto 
industry situation, ask 
questions, and present input 
into the problem.  Questions 
about the global financial 
situation and credit issues 
were also addressed.   
 
This was a great event and we 
intend to do more like it!  Our 
first breakfast with Minister 

Goodyear will be held 
December 15th.  To join the 
Sapphire Club, please contact 
me for more information at 
519.212.0695 or email me at 
david@velocitypartners.ca. 
On another note, it’s turkey 
time!  The EDA is again 
selling Christmas turkeys at a 
price of $100.  For your 
donation, you will receive a 
$25 turkey voucher and 
receive a $75 tax receipt.  
Please find a flyer in this 
newsletter and purchase your 
turkey today! 
Let’s build that warchest 
quickly!  We all hope to keep 
this minority government 
going for years, but confidence 
motions can cause a 
government to fall at any time.  
Please contact me to give a gift 
of any size.  As in the last 
campaign, we will put it to 
good use. 
Finally, at this time of year, I 
offer you all a Christmas wish.  
May your homes be full of 
family and friends, your 
glasses full of eggnog, your 
tables loaded with turkeys, and 
your hearts be filled with the 
joy of this special season.  
Merry Christmas!  See you at 
breakfast with Minister 
Goodyear or in the new year. 
 
David 
 
Editorial 
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Most of you are familiar with 
the old Chinese curse:  “May 
you live in interesting times.”  
Well, that they certainly are 
and the recent developments 
on Parliament Hill have given 
me the impetus to go beyond 
just putting together this 
newsletter and throw in my 
two cents worth. 
 
First, let me stress very 
strongly that what follows are 
my own personal opinions.  
They are in no way meant to 
represent the thoughts and 
feelings of my colleagues on 
the Board and definitely not 
those of our esteemed MP, 
Gary Goodyear.   Our Board is 
a collection of dedicated 
individuals, bringing their own 
unique history, philosophy and 
experiences to our joint 
endeavour.    They are not 
mindless cogs in a monolithic 
group mind, doing and 
thinking what they are told to.  
That would be the Liberals. 
 
When our government brought 
forth the economic statement 
last week, the Opposition 
failed to do their duty.   What 
they should have done, 
according to the rules and 
traditions is to propose 
amendments and debate the 
specifics in parliament in 
public, as befits a Loyal 
Opposition.  Instead, they 
jumped upon the tactical error 
of the political funding issue 

and used it as an excuse to 
launch a coup, which it has 
since become clear, has been 
long planned for.  There was 
no thought of what is good for 
Canada, it was simply a naked 
power grab when we foolishly 
gave them the opening. 
 
With the happy compliance of 
our media, this ill-conceived 
coalition kept braying that 
62% of people in the last 
election voted against Stephen 
Harper.   This is shameless 
misdirection, abetted by the 
media.   In an election, few 
vote against someone, they 
vote for someone.   And the 
above “statistic” makes the 
false presumption that if those 
voters were not able to vote for 
their particular candidate, they 
would never, as a 2nd choice, 
vote Conservative.  That is 
demonstrably false.  Finally, 
let me make this point.   By 
their own warped pseudo-logic 
then, 74% voted against Dion, 
82% voted against Layton and 
a full 90% voted against 
Duceppe!  Remember those 
numbers next time someone 
bleats about the 62%. 
 
With the proroguing of 
Parliament, there is an 
opportunity, in this season of 
Peace on Earth, to salvage this 
unholy mess.  All 
parliamentarians must look in 
their hearts and try to do what 
is good for Canada in this very 

serious economic atmosphere.  
That does not mean throwing 
buckets of money left and 
right.  Serious thought must be 
given to what policies will best 
help people and industries 
weather this storm.   
 
Mr Harper must make a 
genuine effort to be a 
statesman, to bring forth a 
sound, well-reasoned and 
well-argued budget in the New 
Year which will, by its lack of 
partisan venom and its 
balanced approach to our 
economic crisis, demand 
assent from the Opposition.  
By his prior ill-considered 
actions, our PM has lost a lot 
of the respect which I formerly 
had for him, but he can still 
earn it back.  I hope and pray 
that he will find the wisdom to 
take us all out of this 
shadowed valley we are 
stumbling through.  For our 
part, we must engage our 
friends and neighbours and 
convince them that we are still 
best qualified to lead this 
country.   Keep 
communicating, keep donating 
if you are able and let’s get 
through this together!   Merry 
Christmas and God keep you 
all. 
   
Richard M. Sieminski 
Communications Chairman 
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Dear Conservative Member,  
 
It’s that time of year again!  The Cambridge Electoral District Association is again holding its annual 
Christmas Turkey Fundraiser. Your continued support helps to fund the ongoing expenses of the 
Association as well as prepare for the next federal election campaign to re-elect our MP, Gary 
Goodyear. 
 
Shown below is the minimal cost of only $18.75 for your donation after the tax credit. 
 
 

Donation Zehrs Certificate Tax Credit Net Cost 
    

Personal Donation    
$100.00 $25.00 $56.25 $18.75 

    
    
    

 
We thank you in advance for your generous financial support in making this year’s 
Fundraiser another great success and Merry Christmas! 
 
 

Order Form 
 
___  Yes, I would like to participate with a personal order and a $100.00 donation. 
 
Please make cheques payable to:  Conservative Fund Canada 
Please mail to:  P.O. Box 23010, Cambridge ON N1S 4Z6 
 
Form of Payment:  Cheque Enclosed  _____ Visa/MasterCard/American Express _____ 
 
Name: ____________________________  Street:  ____________________________  
 
City: ____________________________  Postal Code: ____________________________  
 
Phone: ____________________________  Email Address: ____________________________ 
 
Name on Credit Card: _____________________________________ 
 
Credit Card Number: _____________________________________ 
 
Expiry Date:  _____________________________________ 
 
Signature:  _____________________________________ 
 
 Credit Card Orders may be Faxed to:  519-658-5156 

Please Check Credit Card type: 
 
Visa 
 
MasterCard 
 
American Express 




